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Abstract. This paper summarises the COSET shared task organised as
part of the IberEval workshop. The aim of this task is to classify the topic
discussed in a tweet into one of five topics related to the Spanish 2015
electoral cycle. A new dataset was curated for this task and hand-labelled
by experts on the task. Moreover, the results of the 17 participants of the
task and a review of their proposed systems are presented. In a second
phase evaluation, we provided the participants with 15.8 millions tweets
in order to test the scalability of their systems.
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1 Introduction

Nowadays, politics has upended by the usage of social media. A political cam-
paign cannot be strategised using only the traditional media. During the election
cycle, both politicians and voters engage in conversations about different topics.
Politicians and their campaign staff share their policy approaches and bits of the
candidates’ personal lives. Characterising the influence processes in the public
space is one of the most interesting topics in political communication research.
Political parties, media and citizens send messages through a complicated media
network, where knowing who has the power of agenda setting becomes critical. In
this sense, the social media logic has boosted a more active user participation in
delivering political messages, accessing more sources, and mobilising for political
action. The analysis of this complex media network requires innovative research
tools capable of evaluating the different elements in the political information
flow [5].
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