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1 Description

Many of the Social Good topics can benefit from the sort of unplanned, cross-
domain, rapid-prototyping analysis that Linked Data makes possible. We’ve
learned that measuring topics like poverty, health, economic opportunity and
equality can be substantially more nuanced by considering broader categories of
data than organizations traditionally collect for their own use. Past conferences
have had individual presentations on topics that involve Semantic Web for Social
Good. This workshop is intended to present multiple topics, to better identify
intersections, overlaps, opportunities for accelerated advancement, and
opportunities for shared abstractions.

Motivation: Whether it’s called Social Good, Social Innovation, or even Social
Entrepreneurship, there is a rising tide of interest in how data supports substantial
change for the good of the planet and the people. Governments, NGO’s, and
academic disciplines such as political science, economics, and an array of hard
sciences have long been in the business of collecting as well as analyzing the
numbers associated with their highest priorities. Today, there are “B Corporations”
(non-profits certified to meet a set of rigorous social & environmental standards),
sustainability and charitable departments within traditional (“C”) corporations, and
even business school entrepreneurship departments focusing on recognizing and
impacting social change.

Official commitments to address the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
alone are estimated at 140 Billion USD annually across a 15-year horizon
(approximately $4.2 Trillion USD over the life of the program) and are expected

to continue to grow.11 At the same time, 60% of surveyed public company CEOs
identified sustainability as important to their investors and 75% of surveyed



investment managers agreed.111
With this alignment of corporate, finance, governmental, and NGO pressure for
results, it is anticipated that significant funding will be deployed to better
understand the problems, their causes and correlations, and the progress to their
resolution. Many of the active ISWC community members already have done

work in or presented on a Social Good topic;lv we believe most will be interested
in understanding the confluence of these topics and the beginning development of
best practices.
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Intelligence (AAALI) for leadership in Semantic Web research and in bridging
Artificial Intelligence (Al) and eScience, significant contributions to deployed Al
applications, and extensive service to the Al community. Deborah is a leading
authority on the semantic web and has been working in knowledge representation
and reasoning environments for over 30 years. Deborah's primary research thrusts
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open linked data, data science, and foundational knowledge representation and
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Intelligence Laboratory and Senior Research Scientist in the Computer Science
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published in OECD: Development Matters (July 21,2017) at https://oecd-development- matters.org/2017/07/20/where-
to-start-with-the-sdgs/
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development/development-finance-data/ODA-2016-detailed-summary .pdf

up Kiron, G. Unruh, N. Kruschwitz, et al., “Corporate Sustainability at a Crossroads: Progress Towards Our
Common Future in Uncertain Times”, MIT Sloan Management Review in Cooperation with BCG (23 May 2017) (See,
Executive Summary, #3: Corporate Sustainability Hits the Mainstream) https://sloanreview.mit.edu/projects/corporate-
sustainability-at-a-crossroads/
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