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Welcome to the 3rd Swiss Text Analytics Conference!

Artificial Intelligence is booming! Al and Machine Learning classes are overcrowded, startups
are founded everywhere, and not a single day goes by without breaking news from the field. The
same applies to Text Analytics. Tremendous progress is made every year: for instance, machine
translation has been shifted to a new level by DeepL, automatic speech recognition has reached
almost human level, and Google just announced its autonomous calling agent Duplex. These light-
house projects raise interest in Text Analytics in general, and both industrial and academic experts
perceive increased need for NLP applications and solutions. Fittingly, the Swiss Text Analytics
Conference (SwissText) grew in several directions in the last three years, and we are now proud to
present the first published proceedings of this years edition.

Beginnings of SwissText

The first idea for a Swiss conference on Text Analytics was born soon after the Swiss Data Science
Conference in 2015, where we successfully organized an interactive track on Twitter analysis. But
would there really be sufficient interest for a stand-alone conference on text analytics? Initially, we
were hoping for merely 50 participants and some talks from our close community. Instead, we were
positively overwhelmed: The first SwissText conference was supported by more than 15 research
groups and sponsors, we had high-quality presentations and keynotes from academia and industry,
and more than 170 participants!

The major goals of SwissText were - and still are - to bring together practitioners and researchers,
to give an overview of existing solutions and technologies in automatic text understanding/natural
language processing/computational linguistics, and to provide ample time for networking and dis-
cussions. With this aim, and based on the positive feedback from the first year, we kept the major
setting in the second year, attracting again over 180 participants.

For this year, we decided to grow and extend SwissText in three major aspects: First and fore-
most, the conference ran for two days instead of one. This allowed us to accept more presentations
and posters, while maintaining the interactive spirit of the conference. We added three interactive
workshops and a hackathon, which gave additional opportunities for networking and interaction.
Finally, we decided to open the conference to standard scientific papers: We split submissions into
an applied Swiss Track and an international Scientific Track, we established a double-blind review
process with 50 international NLP experts in the program committee, and we are publishing these
conference proceedings now.
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Content Guideline

These proceedings of the 3rd Swiss Text Analytics Conference 2018 (SwissText-2018) consist of
three parts:

o Part 1: Full Scientific Papers (peer-reviewed)
e Part 2: Workshop Results
e Part 3: Abstracts of Applied Posters and Papers (not peer-reviewed)

The scientific papers were selected in a standard double-blind peer-review process. We received
12 submissions in the Scientific Track of the conference, out of which 8 papers were selected by the
international program committee. Two additional papers were invited after the conference, based on
their excellent presentation at the conference. These two papers also went through the same review
process.

SwissText 2018 also had a Swiss Track, where we invited submissions of results with a strong
focus on Swiss industry and research. Each submission had to have a certain ”Swissness” factor,
which could be, for instance, that the authors are located in Switzerland, the project provides so-
lutions for one (or more) of the languages of Switzerland (including Swiss dialects), the product
focuses primarily on the Swiss market etc. Submission consisted of a simple one-page abstract, and
were selected by a second program committee which comprised Swiss experts in text analytics.

In the third part of these proceedings, we publish the results of two interactive events that were run
during the conference: The Workshop on Future Actions for Swiss German, and the Data Expedition
into the Swiss Twitter Community. These two papers report the main findings and results during
the workshops (not peer-reviewed).
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