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ABSTRACT
This paper presents the method proposed and implemented by team
FAST-NU-DS, in "The Flood-related Multimedia Task at MediaEval
2020". The task includes data of tweets in Italian language, extracted
during floods between 2017 and 2019. The proposed method has
utilized text of the tweet and its relevant image for the purpose of
binary classification, which identifies whether or not the particular
tweet is about flood incident. The proposed method has designed
an ensemble based method for the classification of tweets, on the
basis of textual data, visual data and combination of both. For
visual data, the proposed method has utilized the technique of data
augmentation for oversampling of the minority class and applied
stratified random sampling for the selection of input. Moreover,
Visual Geometry Group (VGG16) convolutional neural network,
pretrained on ImageNet and Places365 is utilized by the proposed
method. For classification of textual data, the technique of Term
Frequency Inverse Document Frequency (TF-IDF) is utilized for
feature representation and Multinomial Naive-Bayes classifier is
used for the prediction of class. The prediction of image and text
are combined for the prediction of each instance. The evaluation of
method revealed 36.31%, 20.76% and 27.86% F1-score for text, image
and combination of both, respectively.

1

INTRODUCTION

In the last years, usage of social media is increased by many folds
and social media data is emerged as a valuable resource of information. Data retrieved from social media is faster than other mass
communication mediums, as its subscribers are available everywhere. Hence, it provides frequent and abundant data, which could
be useful in solving various challenging problems, including flooding incidents.
The "Flood-related multimedia task at MediaEval 2020" has focused on usage of social media visual and textual contents for
the classification of flooding incidents [2]. In visual data, it has
been observed that the dataset related to flood requires appropriate method to deal with class imbalance problem [3–5]. Hence the
proposed method has utilized stratified random samples from each
class, which are equal in size. Moreover, it is also observed that the
ImageNet weights used for pre-trained models may not produce
effective results, as ImageNet classification focuses on object level
information. In this regard, scene level information along with object level information may produce more accurate results. In textual
data, the problem of class-imbalance remains a challenge in prediction of flooding incidents, along with feature representation and
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Figure 1: Data flow diagram showing visual data processing
for flood related multimedia task

classifier selection challenges [1, 9, 11]. Therefore, the proposed
method has utilized combination of weights from Places365 [10]
and ImageNet [7] for the binary classification of "Flood related
multimedia task" [2].

2

APPROACH

The method has been implemented in three phases, initially separate
classification is performed by using visual data and text for this
binary classification and finally results obtained from text and visual
data are combined to generate final outcome. All three phases are
discussed below:

2.1

Visual Data

The method of processing visual data for the task of "Flood related
multimedia task" [2] is shown in Figure 1.
The dataset of the "Flood related multimedia task" [2] is higly imbalanced as it includes a quantity of 5,419 instances for developmentset, out of which only 1126 are related to minority class, which
shows indication of flood. Initially, proposed method has utilized
technique of data augmentation to oversample the minority class.
For that purpose, python based library "Augmentor" [6] has been
used to create multiple copies of each image, by varying the parameters of rotate, flip and zoom. Three different copies of each image
in minority class are created.
After oversampling of minority class, stratified random sampling
is applied for the selection of input samples for training of model.
From each of the class, equal quantity of samples (i.e. 3000) are
randomly selected. There are (N=15) number of input samples are
created.
For the training, Visual Geometry Group (VGG16) [13] Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) is selected. It is launched during
ImageNet Large Scale Visual Recognition Challenge (ILSVRC), 2014
and produced effective results in image classification and image
localization. The proposed method has utilized hybrid weights of
Places365 [10] and ImageNet [7]. The dataset of ImageNet focuses
on object based information and it is comprised of 1000 classes.
While, images in dataset of Places365 are distributed into 365 classes
and its focus is on scene level information. These weights from
both ImageNet and Places365 are combined to form hybrid weights,
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Figure 2: Data flow diagram showing text data processing for
flood related multimedia task

having 1365 classes. The VGG16 pre-trained on Hybrid weights is
retrained on the dataset for the task of "Flood related multimedia
task". During training, different experiments are performed to find
out the best combination of hyper-parameters for the retraining of
VGG16 (Hybrid), including dropout and learning rate. The dropout
value and learning rate are set as 0.3 and 10−6 , respectively. The
activation function of last layer has been changed from softmax to
sigmoid, which is more suitable for binary classification. The last
four layers of the model have been retrained, however rest of the
layers are freezed so that they could keep their original learning of
hybrid dataset. For each of the N input samples, 70% of images are
used for training and remaining 30% are used for validation of the
model. For each of the training sample, separate model is trained.
Later on, each model is utilized for separate prediction.
Each of the trained model is tested by providing unseen images.
For each of the image in test-set, N number of predictions are
generated from each of the model. Finally, majority voting is applied
to find out the class prediction.

2.2

Text

For the processing of textual data, description of the tweets is
considered for the classification of each tweet, as shown in Figure 2.
The dataset for "Flood related multimedia task" [2] contains tweets
in Italian language. So, googletrans [8] library has been used to
translate each tweet from Italian language to English language. For
that, all the symbols and punctuations are removed from the tweets.
Then tweets were translate one by one into English language. Stop
words have very little significance in classification of the tweets, so
after translation, stop words are removed from each of the tweet.
The problem of class imbalance is solved by oversampling the tweets
of minority class and make them equal to the quantity of majority
class. Subsequently, Term Frequency Inverse Document Frequency
(TF-IDF) [12] is calculated for the tweets, and vocabulary of top 5000
is selected for the training. Later on, different classifiers are applied
by distributing training set into 80% and 20% each for training
and validation, including Support Vector Machine (SVM), Random
Forest (RF) and Multinomial Naive Bayes. However, Multinomial
Naive Bayes has produced the best results. The prediction of test
data is performed through Multinomial Nave Bayes. The prediction
result for each of the tweets is extracted as discrete 1 or 0 as well
as in the form of probability. The discrete prediction is used for
the submission of Run 2 (Textual) data. However, the probabilistic
results are used during the average calculation of text and visual
data, as shown in Figure 3.

2.3

An ensemble of Text and Visual Data

The probabilistic outcome is extracted from both image and text of
each tweet in test-set and averaged to produce final prediction, as
shown in Figure 3. For visual information, an ensemble of prediction by fifteen different models is extracted in form of probability
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Figure 3: Data Flow diagram showing process of combining
visual and textual data for flood related multimedia task
Table 1: Evaluation of proposed method on test-set
Run
Run 1: Text & Visual (Fusion)
Run 2: Text
Run 3: Visual

F1-score(%)

Average F1-score(%)

27.86
36.31
20.76

14.15
39.38
13.18

and averaged to produce probabilistic outcome. Similarly, the outcome received from Multinomial Naive-Bayes classifier is extracted
in probabilistic form. Finally, outcomes from text and images are
averaged for prediction of each tweet in test-set.

3

RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

An ensemble based method has achieved 20.76% F1-score for images,
which is best in all submitted results for MediaEval, 2020 for visual
data. It has been observed that in both classes of train set, very
similar images are available which contains almost identical maps.
This might confuse deep learning model to differentiate between
flood and no-flood. Moreover, quantity of images in train-set could
be increased by using more versatile techniques of data augmentation. For the text, proposed method has revealed 36.31% F1-score.
Results may be improved using an ensemble of multiple classifiers.
Moreover, different deep learning based techniques and pre-trained
models of the text could be utilized to improve the feature representation and classification. The fusion of text and visual data
has produced 27.86% F1-score, which is also best in all submitted
results for the fusion of text and visual data. The results for visual,
textual and combination of both visual and textual are summarized
in table 1.

4

CONCLUSION

The research has proposed an ensemble based approach which
has combined deep learning and shallow learning based methods,
for the classification of flooding incident by using text and visual
data extracted from social media data. The proposed approach has
utilized data augmentation for the oversampling of images in minority class. Also, stratified random sample selection is performed,
along with transfer learning for the classification of visual data. For
textual data, Multinomial Naive-Bayes algorithm is utilized along
with the technique of TF-IDF. Both textual and visual results are averaged to produce the combined outcome. In future, method could
be improved by using better techniques for increasing the quantity
of images and textual data in the minority class of training-set.
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