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The goal of BENEVOL is to bring together researchers who are working in the field
of software evolution and maintenance, with a focus on the current state of the art and
practice emerging in the Belgian-Netherlands technical knowledge and research communities.
BENEVOL offers an informal forum to meet and discuss new ideas, important problems, and
obtained research results. While originally planned as a physical event, the 20th edition of
BENEVOL was organized by the Jheronimus Academy of Data Science in Den Bosch (NL)
and hosted online from 07 to 08 December 2021. Us the program chairs accepted 9 techni-
cal papers and 13 presentation abstracts which reflected the expected quality of technical content.

Technical papers underwent a mild yet constructive review. We explicitly solicited papers in
the early stages of research, which are still rather rough around the edges and could benefit
from feedback from the community. Technical papers were reviewed by at least three program
committee members, assessing whether they are within the scope of BENEVOL (i.e., software
maintenance and evolution) and meet its quality criteria. The papers part of the proceedings
includes the feedback received during the workshop.
Presentation abstracts report on research results that have already been published or are

ready to be submitted to a conference or a journal. They were reviewed for relevance and are
not included in the BENEVOL proceedings but are available on the website of the workshop.
BENEVOL 2021 featured one keynote: Vladimir Kovalenko, the Intelligent Collaboration

Tools Lab leader at JetBrains Research in Amsterdam, made a case for collaboration tools as a
fertile ground for data-driven enhancement and discussed several related challenges.

We thank our program committee members for producing outstanding reviews and all the
attendees for the feedback and good discussions taking place online. Everyone took a diligent
stand in aiding all with fruitful comments and remarks: we are thankful for such contributions.
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