Preface

This volume contains the papers presented at the 2nd Workshop on Human-Centric Music
Information Retrieval (HCMIR23) held on November 10, 2023, in Milan, Italy. The aim of the
HCMIR23 Workshop is to bring together people interested in discussing the ethical, social,
cultural, political, legal and economic implications of Music Information Research (MIR). Music
and technology often melt together to create new and unprecedented forms of aesthetic
experiences. Eventually, this is what we have witnessed during the last centuries: a continuous
transformation of practices which revolutionized how we listen, experience, learn, compose
and play music. Together with great enthusiasm for their advancements, growing concerns
started to emerge concerning music technologies’ fair and transparent use, their impact on the
exercise of fundamental rights, the possibility of designing sustainable and reliable experimental
frameworks, and the potential biases that algorithms and datasets may have.

Taking this perspective into account, relevant topics for the workshop included, but were
not limited to:

« Algorithmic and dataset biases in MIR

+ Impact on fairness and discrimination

« Ethical implications of MIR

+ Inclusive music education and technology

« Cultural biases and diversity

« Algorithmic auditing in MIR

« Privacy, transparency and interpretability issues

« Sustainable, reliable and transparent evaluation of MIR experiments

We received 11 submissions of short original papers. Each submission was reviewed by at
least two PC members. The committee decided to accept six papers for presentation at the
workshop and proceedings publication.

Together with the presentation of these peer-reviewed publications, the workshop includes
a keynote by Prof. Dr. Anja Volk (Utrecht University) on “Connecting Music Information
Research on Musical Structures with Developing Human-Centric Interaction Technology for Health,
Wellbeing and Inclusion”.
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