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Abstract

Humans are curious creatures, equipped with a sense of (and desire for) finding meaning in their
environment. They are predisposed to identify patterns, real and spurious, in the world they live
in, and above anything else, they understand the world in terms of narratives. In this talk, we
will explore a set of questions about narratives: what is a narrative made up of? What signals
from textual prose tell us what the narrative is? What about signals from structured data that
imply a particular narrative? What is the essence of a story? How can narrative information be
extracted and presented? Open source intelligence analysts and investigative reporters alike are
hunting for the story, the narrative, behind the petabyte intercepts or terabyte leaks. The more
data we gather or have available, the stronger will be our thirst to distill meaningful stories
from it.
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