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Preface

This volume contains a journey through the work of Italian research groups,
sharing an interest to methods and techniques which derive from computa-
tional logic. The volume gathers 15 papers that describe the recent experiences
of such groups and the future research lines that are considered as particularly
promising.

This volume is dedicated to Prof. Alberto Martelli, who is well-known in
the community for his studies on heuristic search and for term unification algo-
rithms, for proposals of extensions of logic languages with blocks and modules,
for his studies on non-monotonic reasoning techniques, on reasoning about ac-
tions and change, and, more recently, on the specification and verification of
properties in multi-agent systems and web services.

This collection is not exhaustive, there are many other groups which use
computational logic as a research instrument. We are, however, happy to wit-
ness the evergreen interest towards computational logic, which proved itself
to be a powerful tool with many applications in interesting contexts, ranging
from intelligent agent programming to (semantic) web, from the specification
and verification of interaction protocols to bioinformatics.

Special thanks to Laura Giordano, Evelina Lamma, Paola Mello, Nicola Oli-
vetti, Viviana Patti, Maria Luisa Sapino e Piero Torasso for their encouragement
and support.

June 3rd, 2008

Matteo Baldoni
Cristina Baroglio
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