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– Preface –

The conference series “Graph Technologies in the Humanities”1 was
launched in 2017 inMainz, Germany, where it was held annually until 2019
at the Academy of Sciences and Literature. At the kind invitation of the
University of Vienna, the conference changed venues for the first time in
February 2020.

Since its beginning, the conference series has been providing a forum for
the ever-growing community of users of graph and network technologies,
promoting exchanges about, and also critical consideration of, the technolo-
gies and methodologies discussed here.

The proceedings of the 2020 conference give an eclectic and inspiring
overview of what is happening at the forefront of the field. The 15 selec-
ted papers, which underwent open peer review by the program committee,
illustrate the performativity and versatility of graph technologies and their
application in the humanities. With a focus on technology and methods,
the volume presents investigations into an extraordinary variety of research
objects such as archaeological findings and burials, archival materials, book
illustrations, historical texts and writing systems, parliamentary debates, ink
drawings, and economic crimes. Another key concern is the way in which
graph technologies can be used to support the research process on various
levels.

The papers assembled here provide insight into the practical application
of graph databases for the analysis of small and large data sets, graph-based
modeling and semantic data enrichment, and the analysis of networked data.
With their diverse topics and approaches, they highlight the great potential
and immediate usability of graph-based technologies and methods for the
humanities, and contribute to the dissemination of, and also critical engage-
ment with, these technologies and methods.

Wewish our readers an enjoyable experience acquainting themselves with
the field and its exciting, new developments. Your interest underlines the
topicality and relevance of the technologies and methods discussed in this
volume, as well as their fields of application in the (digital) humanities.

1https://graphentechnologien.hypotheses.org/tagungen
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