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Abstract

From the early years of the Internet as a global information infrastructure, multilingual propa-
ganda content has been circulating on the web. For example, the WWW played a critical role
in the planning of the 9/11 attacks, both as a source of inspirational information and as a safe
means of covert communication between the plotters. Shortly after the tragic events of 2001, our
binational team of US and Israeli researchers started to explore the online activities of various
hate groups. Initially, we developed a prototype of a monitoring system aimed at detecting the
frequent visitors of terrorist websites, which could be influenced by terrorist propaganda and
eventually develop into what we call today “the lone wolf attackers”. Shortly after, we focused
on another, closely related question: what makes terrorist-generated propaganda content in var-
ious languages different from unbiased news reports discussing similar topics? Over the years,
we developed prototypes of several additional text analysis tools such as text-summarization
algorithms, which can automatically summarize large amounts of untranslated content in any
language, as well as AI tools for automated detection of metaphoric language. After presenting
the motivational and ethical foundations of our research, I plan to describe some of the methods
developed during the last two decades and finally, discuss past and future challenges in this
important and fascinating domain.
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