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Abstract
The phenomenon of multimodality is currently gaining increased attention across diverse fields of study
concerned with communication, interaction and meaning-making, which range from linguistics and
semiotics to artificial intelligence research and cognitive science. However, just how multimodality
is understood and conceptualised is largely dependent on the discipline in question. Whereas AI
research often adopts a sensory perspective to multimodality, in which the definitions of ’modalities’
are based on the senses, semiotic approaches to multimodality generally work with more fine-grained
definitions that seek to capture how different modalities co-operate with each other. In this presentation,
I explore how semiotic approaches to multimodality could be used to inform computational models of
multimodal discourse, particularly in terms of identifying meaningful units of analysis and describing
their interrelations.
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