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Abstract  
The study delves into the activities of archival institutions in Ukraine during the full-scale 

military aggression initiated by the Russian Federation. It sheds light on the outcomes of 

content analysis conducted on the websites of central and regional archival institutions, which 

serve as fundamental communication channels for representing the composition and structure 

of Ukraine's National Archive Fund. The results of the Ukrainian archival institutions’ 

operations in the year 2022 are characterized within the complex context of military 

aggression. Furthermore, the paper delineates the challenges faced by the nation's leading 

archives and presents a series of measures aimed at the restoration and safeguarding of 

Ukraine's National Archive Fund under extreme circumstances. The imperative need to 

enhance the efficiency of digitizing archival holdings is conclusively established. 
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1. Introduction 

Commencing in 2014, Russia's military aggression against Ukraine escalated into full-scale invasion 

by 2022, inflicting a severe blow to the operations of archival institutions. This aggression led to the 

illegal removal of some of Ukraine's most valuable archival holdings by the aggressors. It resulted in 

the destruction and damage to archive facilities in Chernihiv and Kharkiv; the forced evacuation and 

protection of the lives of archive personnel in occupied regions, the suspension of planned work, and 

the implementation of extreme measures for the protection and preservation of documentary collections 

(including the development of an operational framework for archive activities during a state of war), 

among other consequences. 

Indeed, as a result of the occupation of Kherson, the State Archive of Kherson Oblast was seized 

and plundered by the invaders. Such practices by the aggressor nation are not new with respect to 

Ukraine, as noted by the Head of the State Archival Service of Ukraine, A. Khromov: "This occurred 

during the times of the Russian Empire, during the Soviet era, and also in 2014 when Ukrainian archival 

documents stored in state archives of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol, in violation 

of existing rules and norms of international law, were declared part of Russia's archival holdings" [12]. 

Consequently, it is pertinent to identify the fundamental challenges faced by the Ukrainian archival 

network during the Russian-Ukrainian war and develop a roadmap for their resolution. 
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2. Related Works 

Official sources that allow us to identify the current issues in the activities of archival institutions in 

Ukraine include their websites (https://archives.gov.ua/ua/державні-архіви-областей-м-києва/) and 

the official website of the State Archival Service of Ukraine (https://archives.gov.ua/ua/). Particularly 

valuable is the project of the State Archive of Kyiv Oblast, "Archive of War: Collect and Preserve," 

whose goal is the daily documentation of events related to the territory of Kyiv Oblast regarding the 

consequences of the Russian-Ukrainian war and the creation of a thematic archival collection dedicated 

to these events. 

Furthermore, the "Ukraine War Archive" project by the Docudays team 

(https://ukrainewararchive.org) [26] deserves special mention. A non-profit platform compiles all forms 

of digital materials collected since the onset of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, with the aim of 

documenting crimes committed against Ukrainian society. The implementation of such archival 

projects holds immense significance for the documentary recording of facts and the establishment of an 

evidentiary basis for numerous war crimes committed by the occupying country, which forms the 

foundation for Ukraine's victory in the information war. As experienced archivists note, “During the 

information war, archiving serves several purposes: it counters propaganda, competes with other 

narratives about the course of events, helps to research and make sense of historical heritage, and 

preserves testimonies for future generations. Preserving original testimonies allows descendants to 

understand what happened, what events preceded it, and what led to certain consequences” [27]. 

The activities of scientific archival institutions in the conditions of a state of war are elucidated by 

L. Yaremenko, with a focus on the challenges faced by experts (from evacuation to issues related to 

organizing work in an extreme regime), the protection and preservation of the historical and cultural 

heritage, as well as providing methodological assistance to archives regarding the specifics of working 

in wartime conditions, among other aspects [12]. 

The scientific publications of most Ukrainian archivists delve into the issues of the theory and 

technology of digitization, as well as the organization of the utilization of archival information 

resources. They substantiate the necessity of establishing consortia for digitizing the national archival 

heritage. Notable features of forming web collections of archival documents are elucidated in the works 

of O. Levchuk [15], Kh. Kruchinina, Yu. Cherniatynska [23], V. Bezdrabko [25], A. Maistrenko, 

R. Romanovsky [2], Ya. Kalakura, M. Paliienko [29], I. Tiurmenko, L. Bozhuk, Yu. Smolnikov, 

Yu. Syerov [7], L. Diduk, T. Kovtaniuk [6], and others. 

Foreign experience in digitizing paper documents from various institutions and countries, as well as 

the principles, standards, and technologies of this process, are expounded upon in the works of Steven 

Puglia, Jeffrey Reed, and Erin Rhodes [20], Melissa Terras [14], Beatrice de la Porte and Richard 

Higgs [3], Adrian Brown [1], and others. Their scientific achievements contribute to enhancing the 

efficiency of digitizing archival collections and organizing remote access to them. They also provide a 

basis for the best models of preserving national cultural heritage, revealing the initial steps in this 

direction. Issues related to the dissemination of digital content and a system of measures for its 

utilization are discussed by Masao Nakamura, Seiji Fujioka, and Toru Ishikawa [13]. 

One particularly pressing issue for contemporary Ukrainian archiving is the preservation of 

documentary heritage in the conditions of armed aggression. Strategies for safeguarding cultural 

treasures during armed conflicts are discussed by Roger O'Keefe, Camille Péron, Tofig Musayev, and 

Gianluca Ferrari [17], as well as Jiri Toman [9]. These authors present a range of international normative 

documents that serve as sources of international legal norms regulating the protection of cultural 

heritage in armed conflicts. They also characterize the experiences of safeguarding cultural treasures 

during wartime or occupation. 

The study of foreign experiences is valuable for Ukrainian scholars and practitioners in the field of 

archival affairs, as it represents a key factor in enhancing the effectiveness of preserving and protecting 

the National Archive Fund during the challenging times of Russia's armed aggression against Ukraine. 

 

 

 



3. Methodology / Methods 

The methodological framework for investigating the functioning of archival institutions in Ukraine 

during the full-scale invasion has been established based on systemic and socio-communicative 

approaches. These approaches have allowed for the justification of the need to enhance the coordination 

of their activities in extreme conditions and improve the effectiveness of their communication 

interactions. This is essential for the successful implementation of digitization projects for archival 

documents aimed at their protection and preservation for future generations, as well as for organizing 

open access to the digital resources of the National Archive Fund of Ukraine. 

Content analysis of archival websites, along with a comparative analysis of their content, the 

presence of user-friendly services, has enabled the identification of leading institutions that, despite the 

war, have not slowed down the pace of digitizing archival cultural heritage and its integration into the 

global communication space. A comparative analysis of foreign experiences in organizing archival 

affairs has allowed the identification of prospects for its implementation in Ukraine and the delineation 

of a range of top-priority issues requiring resolution. 

4. Our approach 

With the onset of the armed Russian aggression, the primary focus of activity for Ukrainian archival 

institutions was the organization of the evacuation of archival holdings to safer areas. As a result of 

these efforts, 93% (11,758 storage units) of the documents from the National Archive Fund (NAF) of 

the State Archive of Donetsk Region (in Kostiantynivka) and 90% (31,298 storage units) of the 

documents from the NAF of the State Archive of Luhansk Region (in Severodonetsk) were successfully 

evacuated. Partial evacuation of NAF documents also took place from the Central State Scientific and 

Technical Archive of Ukraine (CSSTAU) in Kharkiv, with the documents being temporarily transferred 

to the State Archive of Cherkasy Region. 

However, there were also losses. Russian forces seized documents from the State Archive of 

Kherson Region (SAKR), resulting in the loss of nearly 1,500 collections (1,015 collections from 

storage facility No. 1 and 443 collections from storage facility No. 2) [22]. "In Chernihiv, due to 

shelling, 13,000 documents, which provided evidence of the crimes of the totalitarian Soviet regime, 

were destroyed in the building of the archival unit of the Security Service of Ukraine" [16]. 

It should be noted that with the onset of hostilities, the state archival institutions of Donetsk, 

Zaporizhia, Luhansk, Mykolaiv, Sumy, Kharkiv, and Kherson regions found themselves in the occupied 

territories. Due to rocket attacks, archival buildings in the territories of Kharkiv, Mykolaiv, and Kherson 

regions were damaged, but the holdings were successfully preserved. The data presented are what is 

already known for certain, but since the war is ongoing, the final results regarding the identification of 

losses in the National Archive Fund (NAF) of Ukraine will be known upon the conclusion of military 

operations. 

To provide methodological support to archival institutions in the conditions of Russia's armed 

aggression against Ukraine, the State Archival Service of Ukraine has compiled around three dozen 

electronic materials and resources on its website, regulating the actions of institutions in emergency 

situations, including important issues such as the protection and preservation of cultural heritage: 

"Protection of cultural heritage in the event of armed conflict" (UNESCO), Roger O'Keefe, Camila 

Peron, Tofig Musayev, Gianluca Ferreri's "Protection of Cultural Property: Military Manual," and 

others [28, 17, 9]. 

Despite the challenging work of Ukrainian archival institutions in times of armed conflict, there is 

an increase in the overall number of NAF documents in various media, demonstrating the dynamics of 

archival holdings growth (Figure 1). 



 
Figure 1: The dynamics of the National Archival Fund (NAF) of Ukraine growth 

 

Another important direction of work for archival institutions is the restoration of paper documents. 

In 2022, the plan for the restoration of NAF paper-based documents was not fully completed, as the 

repair of 335,650 sheets was planned, but only 261,564 sheets were successfully 

restored [18] (Figure 2). 

 
Figure 2: Indicators of the restored quantity of sheets of paper documents for the years 2020-2022 
 

Leaders in carrying out restoration work among central state archives are the Central State Historical 

Archive of Ukraine in Lviv (20,559 sheets) and the Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine in Kyiv 

(14,181 sheets). Among the state archives of the regions, the State Archive of Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 

(12,587 sheets), the State Archive of Khmelnytskyi Oblast (11,332 sheets), and the State Archive of 

Odessa Oblast (9,781 sheets) have excelled in restoration work [18]. In 2022, the planned targets were 

not met due to the Russian military aggression against Ukraine in the archives of the regions that became 
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the epicenter of the hostilities: Donetsk and Luhansk. Therefore, the planned rates of restoration work 

on paper-based documents in 2022 decreased compared to the pre-war period. 

The next priority direction of archival institutions activities in Ukraine is the formation of the digital 

collection of the National Archival Fund (NAF), as defined by the “Program for Digitization of Archival 

Information Resources for 2022-2025”. 

Despite the complicated working conditions during the armed aggression, in 2022 state archives 

digitized 271,913 storage units and 31,770 inventories of files [18]. In 2020, 15,063 inventories of files 

were digitized, and in 2021 - 24,990 [19]. Therefore, comparing these data with the previous years, we 

observe a trend of increasing the pace of digitizing archival documents, which is particularly important 

today as it reduces the risk of complete loss of document collections as a result of archival repositories 

destruction. 

The dynamics and volumes of document digitalization by central and state regional archives in 

Ukraine in 2022 are illustrated in Table 1, based on the data [18]. 

 
Table 1 
Comparative analysis of the dynamics of archival documents digitalization 

N/N Name of the archival institution The number of digitized 
accounting units 

1. Central State Audio-visual and Electronic Archive 15587 
2. Central State Archive of Higher Authorities and 

Administration of Ukraine 
7856 

3 Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine (Kyiv) 7291 
4 Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine (Lviv) 5406 
5 State Archive of Poltava Oblast 136360 
6 State Archive of Kirovohrad Oblast 21990 
7 State Archive of Kyiv Oblast 20064 
8 State Archive of Khmelnytskyi Oblast 18138 

 

Therefore, digitization allows for the preservation and widespread accessibility of the most valuable 

documents held in the archives. In 2022, over 2.3 million documents from the 20th century became 

available online as part of a project initiated by the Memorial Holocaust Babyn Yar Charitable 

Foundation. Work is ongoing to populate the scientific research internet project “Ukrainian 

Martyrology of the 20th Century”, which contains records of 112,562 repressed individuals who were 

victims of political repression [21] 

(https://archives.gov.ua/um.php?fbclid=IwAR0y9jbZkcsVCj3B1NdjLe4idN6qRMoQqfTImqYcQlXq

ousgGsBmwFXn4JM). 

In May 2022, the State Archival Service of Ukraine presented the "Interarchival Search Portal" on 

the ARCHIUM platform (https://searcharchives.net.ua). The portal provides 24/7 access to 

consolidated archival information (digital copies of storage objects) through a single access point. It 

featured 7,020 archival funds. The following archives are currently involved in the project: 

 Central State Archive of Higher Authorities and Administration of Ukraine (3,425 fonds, 

6,051 finding aids, 2,227,219 files); 

 Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine in Kyiv (1,598 fonds, 4,278 finding aids, 

1,304,508 files); 

 Central State Archive of Public Associations and Ukrainika (339 fonds, 764 finding aids, 

323,588 files); 

 Central State Archive-Museum of Literature and Art of Ukraine (1,434 fonds, 2,245 finding 

aids, 319,216 files); 

 State Archive of Lviv Oblast (5,154 fonds, 13,341 finding aids, 2,684,190 files). 



 
Figure 3: Interarchival Search Portal 
 

However, out of the 7 central state archives, only 60% of institutions are participating in this 

important project. Among the 24 regional state archives, only one is from Lviv. Therefore, the most 

important task today is the consolidation of digital resources from all central and regional state archival 

institutions of Ukraine into a single access point. This will significantly enhance their service and 

communication capabilities. 

It should be noted that, in addition to the "Inter-Archival Search Portal" project, Ukraine already has 

dozens of other digital archival projects on various platforms offering a variety of content, including 

digitized documents, photographs, audio and video resources, and more: 

 Central State Electronic Archive of Ukraine (CSEA Ukraine) 

(https://tsdea.archives.gov.ua/en/); 

 MYKHAILO HRUSHEVSKY e-ARCHIVE – he was a prominent Ukrainian scientist, 

public figure, politician, and statesman (http://hrushevsky.nbuv.gov.ua/en); 

 LIBRARIA - Electronic Archive of Ukrainian Periodicals, a project of Archive Information 

Systems (https://libraria.ua/en/); 

 Electronic Archive of the Ukrainian Liberation Movement - a powerful portal with a 

significant array of digitized freely accessible documents (https://avr.org.ua/en); 

 “Electronic Archive of Ukrainian Printed Press” - a specialized portal that brings together 

online resources of libraries and archives for users interested in Ukrainian history and 

periodicals of various times (http://back2news.org/en); 

 “Archive of Ukrainian Silent Cinema” - the first online resource (film documents) in 

Ukraine that contains a unique collection of documentary films (with corresponding 

filmography) produced by the All-Ukrainian Photo Cinema Administration 

(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaiKyJj77P4wlB1K_lrcNnMoetK8Ykxeh); 

 “Electronic Archive of Ukrainian Folklore” (https://folklore-archive.org.ua/en); 

 Maidan Digital Archive (https://digitalmaidan.org); 

 Electronic Archive of Ukrainian Unofficial Art – “UU#Kyiv” project that represents 

samples of Ukrainian unofficial art of the second half of the 20th century “Ukrainian 

Unofficial” (http://www.archive-uu.com/en/golovna); 

 V. I. Vernadsky Electronic Archive (http://www.irbis-nbuv.gov.ua/cgi-

bin/irbis_eav/cgiirbis_64.exe?C21COM=F&I21DBN=NAV&P21DBN=EAV&Z21ID=); 

 Electronic Archive and Library of the Shevchenko Portal (http://kobzar.ua/en/main); 

 “Polyphony” - an online archive of musical folklore 

(https://www.polyphonyproject.com/en/). 



These archival digital collections vary in theme and the types of funds they encompass, presenting 

unique documentary heritage of Ukrainian historical and cultural significance. They offer the 

opportunity for individuals to access these resources at any time, which is a crucial service provided by 

archival institutions in the context of the digital society's development. To enhance the efficiency of the 

Ukrainian digital archival space, it is essential to consolidate the resources of these archival projects 

into a single access point by reflecting information about them in the Inter-Archival Search Portal. 

Furthermore, the quality of information support for archival requests from Ukrainian citizens is vital. 

This support is facilitated through digital resources available on the official websites of archival 

institutions and their social media accounts (Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Instagram). The following 

data illustrate this: In 2022, the number of followers on the page of the State Archival Service of Ukraine 

on Facebook increased to 7,500 individuals (14% more than in 2021), with 1,320 followers on YouTube 

and 788 on Instagram. Ukrainian Research Institute of Archival Affairs and Document Studies, as well 

as all central state archives and regional state archives, maintain their own accounts on social media 

platforms. 

Thanks to the round-the-clock presence and well-established network communication of archival 

institutions on the Internet and social media, there is effective feedback between archival professionals 

and users. This contributes to efficient interaction among all stakeholders in the archival field, reduces 

user complaints, improves the quality of their information services, and enhances the image of archival 

institutions. 

5. Conclusions and Future Works 

Therefore, the activities of archival institutions in Ukraine, amidst the Russian Federation's military 

aggression, have endured trials, including the destruction of their material infrastructure and the loss of 

a portion of archival funds in occupied territories. Thanks to the high level of professionalism and 

patriotism among archival workers, a series of measures have been developed to evacuate and protect 

archival funds from destruction under extreme conditions. Among the most critical of these measures 

is the acceleration of digitization efforts for the most valuable segments of archival funds. This involves 

the participation of central state and regional archival institutions of Ukraine in corporate digitization 

projects, as well as the consolidation of digital collections into a single access point through the Inter-

Archival Search Portal. These projects embody essential principles of effective archival management: 

systematicity, planning, coordination, and cooperation, uniting all types of resources to preserve and 

provide open access to the foundational components of the National Archival Fund of Ukraine. 
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