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Preface

The 32nd edition of the Italian Symposium on Advanced Database Systems (SEBD – Sistemi
Evoluti per Basi di Dati) was held in Villasimius (Sardinia, Italy) from 23 to 26 June 2024. This
volume collects the papers selected for presentation at the conference.

SEBD is the major annual event of the Italian database research community at large, as it is
thought of as a forum for all those people, in academia and industry, that are interested in data
management and its wide range of applications, to meet, discuss, and exchange experiences.
SEBD 2024 covered various topics, including query optimization, information extraction,

data matching and integration, knowledge bases and data semantics, data quality, data fairness,
graph-based data and knowledge graph enrichment, information retrieval, data mining and
business intelligence, and data-centric AI.

The scientific program of SEBD 2024 was organized into ten sessions and two poster sessions,
including the presentations of 66 peer-reviewed papers out of 76 submissions. The program
also featured three keynote talks by highly renowned international researchers: Georg Gottlob
(University of Calabria, Italy) on enhancing data precision with large language models, H. V.
Jagadish (University of Michigan, U.S.A.) on detecting and fixing unfairness in data-driven
decision making, and Themis Palpanas (University of Paris Cité, France) on scalable vector
analytics. Last but not least, SEBD 2024 included the Doctoral Consortium, chaired by Donato
Malerba (Università degli Studi di Bari) and Manuela Sanguinetti (Università degli Studi di
Cagliari), with 5 presentations followed by extensive discussions and a dedicated panel.
SEBD 2024 assigned the “Taste of Time” Award (TTA), introduced in 2022 to recognize

seminal contributions, and retracing the history of the Italian database community by selecting
significant (and tasty) papers from past editions of SEBD. The ultimate goal of the TTA is to keep
alive the tradition of the SEBD community, to contextualize the most important research lines
and make sense of their evolution, and to inspire new generations of researchers by discussing
how key challenges have been addressed, which ones are still open, and what can follow-up
from them. The candidate papers for the SEBD 2024 TTA have been selected from:
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4th SEBD 1996: Pisa
5th SEBD 1997: Verona

The SEBD 2024 TTA Committee, chaired by Riccardo Torlone (Università Roma Tre), decided
to assign the award to the authors of the following paper:

Paolo Ciaccia, Marco Patella, Fausto Rabitti, Pavel Zezula: Indexing Metric Spaces with
M-Tree. SEBD 1997: 67-86

The SEBD 2024 TTA Honorable Mention is for the following paper:

Massimo La Camera, Luigi Palopoli, Domenico Saccà, Domenico Ursino: Knowledge
Discovery su Schemi per l’Integrazione di Basi di Dati. SEBD 1997: 166-190

SEBD 2024 was enriched with a vibrant social program, as in the SEBD tradition, that involved
all 120 participants from 33 research institutions. It included team-building football matches,
an archeological visit to the Armungia village and its ancient Nuraghe, and intense under-the-
palmetta discussions about the Italian Academia perspectives. The local organizers honored all
the participants with a “Sa Bertula” bag, which you can see in Figure 1.

We want to thank all the contributing speakers for making SEBD 2024 a great event, and we
are grateful to the members of our Steering, Program, Doctoral, and Organization Committees,
as well as Centro di Competenza ICT SUD (CC-ICT-SUD S.C.R.L.), for timely providing their
support in all organizational and technical aspects.

Maurizio Atzori
Paolo Ciaccia
Michelangelo Ceci
Federica Mandreoli

Figure 1: The “Sa Bertula” bag (SEBD limited edition).
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