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Abstract

We present an overview of Task 1 of the eighth edition of the CheckThat! lab at the 2025 edition of the
Conference and Labs of the Evaluation Forum (CLEF). The task required participants to determine whether
individual sentences from news articles expressed subjective viewpoints, such as opinions or personal bias, or
presented objective, fact-based information. The task was offered in nine languages: Arabic, Bulgarian, English,
German, Italian, Greek, Polish, Romanian, and Ukrainian, as well as in a multilingual setting. We curated datasets
for each language, comprising roughly 14,000 sentences sourced from diverse news outlets. Participants were
tasked with developing classification systems to identify subjectivity (personal opinions or biases) and objectivity
(factual information) at the sentence level. A total of 22 teams participated in the task, submitting 436 valid
runs across all language tracks. Most systems were based on transformer models, with approaches ranging
from fine-tuning language-specific and multilingual encoders to applying English-centric models in combination
with machine translation. Several teams also experimented with ensemble techniques, handcrafted features,
and in-context learning using large language models. Systems were evaluated using macro-averaged F1 score
to ensure equal weighting of subjective and objective classes. Performance varied considerably by language:
German, Italian, English and Romanian yielded the highest results. In contrast, Greek and Ukrainian emerged as
the most challenging languages, with no team surpassing the 0.65 and 0.51 F1 score marks, respectively. Task 1
offers a valuable benchmark for the development and evaluation of multilingual subjectivity detection systems.
This paper presents an overview of Task 1, including datasets, system strategies, and outcomes, contributing to
broader research efforts aimed at improving the transparency and trustworthiness of automated content analysis.
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1. Introduction

The CheckThat! lab is organized for the 8th time within CLEF 2025. This paper presents an overview
of Task 1, which covers the challenge of identifying subjectivity in news articles — a task introduced in
the 2023 edition [1] and now held for the third time.

As the influence of digital media has grown, so has the importance of distinguishing between
subjective and objective language. This distinction is paramount in Natural Language Processing
(NLP), especially in domains such as sentiment analysis, opinion mining, and, crucially, fact-checking.
Subjective statements often convey personal judgments, emotions, or implicit bias, whereas objective
ones aim to report verifiable facts. Automatically recognizing this difference is essential for building
systems that can assess the trustworthiness and neutrality of textual information.

Task 1 is designed to foster research in this direction by providing a multilingual benchmark for
sentence-level subjectivity classification. Participants are asked to determine whether a sentence taken
from a news article reflects the author’s personal viewpoint or offers a neutral, fact-based perspective.
This binary classification task is especially relevant in the current media landscape, where biased
reporting and misinformation pose ongoing challenges to public discourse and information integrity.

The task includes datasets in nine languages: Arabic, Bulgarian, English, German, Italian, Polish,
Ukrainian, Romanian, and Greek. In particular, the subjectivity task is organized to cover three distinct
settings: monolingual, where the focus is on a specific language; multilingual, where the contribution of
multiple languages is evaluated; and zero-shot, where the generalization capabilities of models trained
on seen languages are tested on unseen ones. All datasets were annotated using a prescriptive framework
designed to support cross-lingual comparability and high annotation quality. System performance
was evaluated using macro-averaged F1 score to ensure a balanced treatment of both subjective and
objective classes. This approach provides a fair and comprehensive measure of system effectiveness
across diverse languages and content.

The remainder of the paper is as follows. We first describe the dataset construction process, evaluation
criteria, and submission protocols. We then analyze the submitted systems, comparing their method-
ologies and results to assess current progress and identify key challenges. Task 1 contributes to the
broader effort to improve automated understanding of subjectivity in online content — an increasingly
critical component of trustworthy Al applications in the digital era.

2. Related Work

Research on subjectivity detection spans a wide array of contexts and has evolved significantly over
time. While early developments were closely tied to sentiment analysis in English-language texts [2, 3],
subsequent efforts extended to multilingual domains [4, 5], paving the way for cross-lingual approaches.
Over the years, the task has also found relevance in detecting bias [6, 7], identifying claims [8], and
supporting fact-checking workflows [9, 10], which directly motivates the present work.

The criteria for identifying subjectivity often differ depending on the application, and so do the
methodological approaches. Some studies employ lexical heuristics tailored to specific domains or
tasks [2, 11, 12], while others rely on statistical modeling techniques [13]. A more rigorous path
involves manually curated datasets developed through detailed annotation protocols [14, 15, 16]. As
noted by Chaturvedi et al. [17], these approaches can be grouped into syntactic methods—primarily
rule-based and surface-oriented—and semantic methods, which involve deeper linguistic and contextual
understanding.

Syntactic methods, although efficient in certain settings, typically suffer from portability issues due
to their dependence on language- or domain-specific indicators. Semantic methods have become more
prevalent as they tend to generalize better, especially when built on systematic annotation schemes. Still,
annotation-driven approaches are not without limitations: disagreements among annotators, vague
or context-sensitive cases, and subjective interpretation introduce inconsistency and noise [15, 18].
Recent work has attempted to mitigate these issues through prescriptive annotation strategies [19],



Table 1
Dataset statistics for the five languages for which we report training and development data splits. Additionally,
we report unseen language test split statistics.

Training Languages

Arabic Bulgarian English  German Italian
obj subj obj subj obj subj obj subj obj subj

Train 1,391 1,055 379 312 532 298 492 308 1,231 382

Dev 266 201 167 139 240 222 317 174 490 177
Dev-test 425 323 134 107 362 122 153 71 334 128
Test 727 309 - - 215 8 229 118 192 107

Total 2,809 1,888 689 558 1,349 727 1,191 671 2,247 794

Unseen Languages

Greek Polish Romanian Ukrainian
obj subj obj subj obj subj obj subj

Test 236 48 161 154 154 52 219 78

particularly in the setting of fact verification, where subjective cues are often indicative of unverifiable
or misleading information [20].

Our work incorporates annotation at multiple textual levels—ranging from isolated sentences [8, 21],
to text segments [22], and full documents [23]. Although English dominates in terms of available
annotated resources, the field has seen growing interest in developing datasets for other languages,
including Arabic [24, 25], German [24], French [22], Italian [23], Romanian [26], and Spanish [24].
Nevertheless, many of these efforts rely on machine translation and ontology-driven methods for
scalability, which can introduce labeling errors and annotation inconsistencies across languages.

This framing has been formalized in recent shared tasks. For instance, the sixth edition of the
CheckThat! lab included a dedicated task on subjectivity detection [1], which serves as the foundation
for our current efforts. The language coverage has changed slightly since then: due to resource
limitations, Dutch and Turkish were removed, and Bulgarian was added as a new language in the
2024 iteration [27]. In particular, the CheckThat!lab 2024 Task 2 edition [27] also covered multilingual
subjectivity detection, covering five languages: Arabic, English, German, Italian, and Bulgarian. Our
work builds on this task, extending the set of covered languages to nine, including Polish, Ukrainian,
Romanian and Greek, and exploring zero-shot learning on these unseen languages.

3. Datasets

The task offered datasets in nine different languages with a total of more than 14k sentences manually
annotated following the guidelines in [20]. Table 1 presents details on the dataset statistics. Some
sample instances for each language are given in Table 2.

3.1. Arabic

For this edition, we used the released dataset from [28] and developed a new test set for the final
evaluation. The dataset consists of manually annotated sentences from news articles, including sources
such as AraFact [29]. The complete data collection and annotation process involved several phases. In
the article selection phase, 1,159 news articles were selected from AraFact [29]. Additionally, opinionated
articles were manually searched from various Arabic news outlets, resulting in the selection of 221
articles. These articles were parsed and segmented into sentences for annotation.

The annotation was conducted using the MTurk platform. To ensure annotation quality, standard
qualification tests were applied, and the final label for each sentence was determined using majority



Table 2
Examples of subjective and objective sentences in the annotated datasets.

Language Sentence Class
Arabic Gl K Ged (id b el el Ll g Gn el sy S SUBJ
el sl e ks ozl Lo pswsedl Ot Jsw LS OB)J
Bulgarian  Jymute Ha Tpbmn ca npocto gymu, okato te3u Ha Obama 03HayaBaT BOFiHa. SUBJ
A3 ce nouyBCTBax ce ryiynaso, koraTo pazbpax dakrtuTe. OB]J
English But the state’s budget is nothing like a credit card. SUBJ
The plan incorporates cash payments supplemented by contingent contributions. OB)
German Den Griinen bleibt nur, immer wieder darauf hinzuweisen, dass sie selbst gerne ein  SUBJ
bisschen grofiziigiger wiren -sich damit aber leider nicht durchsetzen kénnen.
Mitte November kiindigte die Ampel-Koalition an, das zu dndern. OB)
Italian Inoltre paragonare immagini di attori paparazzati per strada a foto di studio photo- SUBJ

shoppate non ha senso.
Il presidente russo, Vladimir Putin, ha visitato Kaliningrad per incontrare gli studenti OB}
dell’Universita Kant e tenere un incontro sullo sviluppo della regione.

Greek Mavrws n Tovpkia ovveyilel, mapd o kaAd kAipe ot ovvavinon leparetpitn  SUBJ
— dwrav otnv Ntoya, va Oéter {ntripara mov av un 1t dAlo audicfntodv kupi-
apyikd dikaidpara kot oovOnkes
H emkvdovdTntd Toug yra v vyeia, dtevkpviler o Opyavioudg, eivar ibiaitepe OB)

vYnAij
Polish Co ciekawe, w obu wypadkach wsciektos¢ Tuska wywotato to samo. SUBJ
W 2023 r. lekarze psychiatrzy wystawili 1,4 mln zwolnien lekarskich. OB)
Romanian  Societatea noastrd se prabuseste din cauzd cd nu le respectam. SUBJ
Locuia intr-o vild in centrul Bucurestiului si tot acolo facuse redactia. OBJ

Ukrainian  OgHak BilekaHU/Iep BBaXa€, LLIO €BpOMericbKe peryntoBaHHs He crpasisieTsca 3 SUB)
MM 3aBHaHHAM
€Bpona mae Bennky npobnemy 3 immirpauieto, — gogas Tpamn, 3axutyaroun ceoro  OB)
3acTynHHuKa

agreement. A label was assigned to a sentence if at least two annotators agreed. The inter-annotator
agreement (pairwise Cohen’s kappa) was x = 0.538. More details about the data collection and
annotation process can be found in [28].

3.2. English

For training, we used NewsSD-ENG [20], a corpus of 1,049 sentences labeled by seven annotators
following guidelines for subjectivity detection tailored to an information retrieval setting [30]. We
merged the dev and dev-test partitions of the CheckThat! lab 2024 Task 2 edition [27] and re-declared
its test split as the new dev-test split. We further collected a novel test set following the same data
collection methodology for NewsSD-ENG. In particular, we retrieved 11 news articles on controversial
topics and randomly sampled 301 sentences. Then, seven annotators labeled the sentences as subjective
or objective. We organized annotators such that each sentence was annotated by three annotators. The
inter-annotator agreement on the new test set measured with Krippendorft’s alpha was 0.43.

3.3. German

The German dataset was assembled by randomly selecting sentences from the CT 2022 FAN-Corpus
[31] consisting of news articles that have been annotated according to the factuality of their main claim,
originally. The 800 manually annotated sentences for training and the 491 and 337 instances of the
development and develpment-test sets are from the 2023 and 2024 editions of the task [27]. A new test
set has been annotated following the guidelines outlined in [20]. We excluded all incomplete sentences



as well as non German ones. We also reduced instances consisting of more than one sentence due to
wrong sentence splitting to one sentence. Each sentence has been annotated by the same three native
speakers as in previous iterations of the task, all co-authors of this paper. As the agreement between
the annotators was substantially lower compared to previous years, the annotators discussed every
sentence with deviating labels reaching a consensus (Fleiss” kappa on the 2025 test set: kappa = 0.547
(p < 0.0001, z = 17.7), Fleiss’ kappa on the 2024 test set: kappa = 0.696 (p < 0.0001, z = 22.1)).

3.4. Italian

For training, we used the re-annotated version of SubjectivITA [23] introduced in the CheckThat! lab
2024 Task 2 edition [27]. SubjectivITA is a corpus of news articles annotated for subjectivity detection,
containing 1,841 sentences. We merged the dev and dev-test partitions of the CheckThat! lab 2024
Task 2 edition and re-declared its test split as the new dev-test split. We eventually collected a novel
test split following the same methodology used for the English dataset. In particular, we collected 13
news articles targeting controversial topics and randomly sampled 300 sentences. The inter-annotator
agreement on the new test set measured with Krippendorff’s alpha [32] was 0.53.

3.5. Romanian

We built the Romanian zero-shot test set from multiple online news websites. In particular, we collected
4 news articles covering controversial topics and randomly sampled 300 instances. Each instance was
labeled as objective or subjective by two native Romanian speakers. The inter-annotator agreement for
the zero-shot Romanian test set, measured using Cohen’s, is 0.30.

3.6. Polish

We built the Polish zero-shot test set from multiple online news websites. In particular, we collected 11
news articles covering controversial topics and randomly sampled 350 instances. Each instance was
labeled as objective or subjective by one native Polish speaker.

3.7. Ukrainian

We built the Ukrainian zero-shot test set from multiple online news websites. In particular, we collected
17 news articles covering controversial topics and randomly sampled 297 instances. Each instance was
labeled as objective or subjective by one native Ukrainian speaker.

3.8. Greek

We built the Greek zero-shot test set from multiple online news websites. In particular, we collected 11
news articles covering controversial topics and randomly sampled 300 instances. Each instance was
labeled as objective or subjective by six native Greek speakers. The inter-annotator agreement for the
zero-shot Greek test set, measured using Krippendorff’s alpha, is 0.36.

4. Overview of the Systems and Results

A total of 21 teams participated in the task, submitting 436 valid runs across all language tracks. 16 out of
the 21 teams filled in the survey for the task, providing information about their systems and approaches.
12 teams participated in more than one subtask, while 5 teams opted for only the monolingual English
subtask.

Table 3 shows the results achieved by the individual teams for each language. Most teams used a
supervised binary classification approach, treating the task as classifying sentences into subjective
(SUBJ) or objective (OBJ). The dominant strategy involved fine-tuning transformer-based models, with
some using ensembles, data augmentation, or additional linguistic features. A few teams explored



Table 3

Results for subjectivity classification of news articles. The Fi-measure is macro-averaged.

Rank Team F1 ‘ Rank Team F1 ‘ Rank Team F1
Arabic ‘ Italian ‘ German
1 CEA-LIST 0.6884 1 XplaiNLP 0.8104 1 SmolLab_SEU 0.8520
2 UmuTeam 0.5903 2 CEA-LIST 0.8075 2 UNAM 0.8280
3 Investigators 0.5880 3 SmolLab_SEU 0.7750 3 QU-NLP 0.8013
4  QU-NLP 0.5771 4  UmuTeam 0.7703 4 CEA-LIST 0.7733
5 Al Wizards 0.5646 5 Investigators 0.7468 5 Al Wizards 0.7718
6 1T Surat 0.5456 6 Arcturus 0.7282 6 Investigators 0.7583
7  Arcturus 0.5376 7 QU-NLP 0.7139 7 TIFIN INDIA 0.7375
8 Baseline 0.5133 8 Al Wizards 0.7130 8 JU_NLP 0.7356
9 ClimateSense 0.5120 9 UNAM 0.7086 9 UmuTeam 0.7324
10  SmolLab_SEU 0.5053 10 JU_NLP 0.6991 10 XplaiNLP 0.7269
11 hazemAbdelsalam  0.5038 11 Baseline 0.6941 11 ClimateSense 0.7213
12 TIFIN INDIA 0.4427 12 ClimateSense 0.6839 12 Arcturus 0.7115
13 JU_NLP 0.4328 13 TIFIN INDIA 0.5808 13 duckLingua 0.7114
English ‘ 14 1T Surat 0.4612 ‘ 14  Baseline 0.6960
1 QU-NLP 0.8052 | Multilingual | 15 INT Surat 0.6342
2 TIFIN INDIA 0.7955 | 1 TIFIN INDIA 0.7550 | Polish
3  CEA-LIST 0.7739 2 CEA-LIST 0.7396 1  CEA-LIST 0.6922
4 UmuTeam 0.7604 3 CSECU-Learners 0.7321 2 T Surat 0.6676
5 Investigators 0.7544 4 XplaiNLP 0.7186 3 CSECU-Learners 0.6558
6 Arcturus 0.7522 5 SmollLab_SEU 0.7115 4 Al Wizards 0.6322
7 nlu@utn 0.7486 6 UmuTeam 0.7074 5 Arcturus 0.6298
8 JU_NLP 0.7334 7 QU-NLP 0.6692 6 Investigators 0.6055
9 SmollLab_SEU 0.7328 8 JU_NLP 0.6536 7 UmuTeam 0.5763
10 XplaiNLP 0.7228 9 Arcturus 0.6484 8 SmollLab_SEU 0.5738
11 ClimateSense 0.7226 10 ClimateSense 0.6453 9 Baseline 0.5719
12 NLP-UTB 0.7130 11 Baseline 0.6390 10 XplaiNLP 0.5665
13  UNAM 0.7075 12 Investigators 0.6292 11 JU_NLP 0.5603
14 CheckMates 0.7009 13 IlIT Surat 0.5411 12 ClimateSense 0.5525
15 DSGT-CheckThat  0.6830 14 Al Wizards 0.2380 13 QU-NLP 0.5165
16 CUET_KCRL 0.6783 | Romanian | 14 TIFININDIA 0.3811
17 CSECU-Learners  0.6777 | 1 QU-NLP 0.8126 | Greek
18 NapierNLP 0.6724 2 CSECU-Learners 0.7992 1 Al Wizards 0.5067
19 Al Wizards 0.6600 3 XplaiNLP 0.7917 2 SmollLab_SEU 0.4945
20 T Surat 0.6492 4 SmollLab_SEU 0.7892 3 CSECU-Learners 0.4919
21 TIFIN India 0.5756 5 UmuTeam 0.7793 4  UmuTeam 0.4831
22 UGPLN 0.5531 6 CEA-LIST 0.7659 5 XplaiNLP 0.4750
23 Baseline 0.5370 7 Al Wizards 0.7507 6 Investigators 0.4539
Ukrainian 8 JU_NLP 0.7442 7 CEA-LIST 0.4492
1 CSECU-Learners 0.6424 9 ClimateSense 0.7396 8 JU_NLP 0.4351
2 Investigators 0.6413 10  Arcturus 0.7366 9 Baseline 0.4159
3 ClimateSense 0.6395 11 Investigators 0.7133 10  ClimateSense 0.4137
4 Al Wizards 0.6383 12 [T Surat 0.6496 11 QU-NLP 0.4057
5 Baseline 0.6296 13 Baseline 0.6461 12 Arcturus 0.3905
6 SmollLab_SEU 0.6238 14 TIFIN INDIA 0.5181 13 IlIT Surat 0.3733
7  UmuTeam 0.6210 14 TIFIN India 0.3337
8 QU-NLP 0.6168
9 XplaiNLP 0.6124
10 CEA-LIST 0.6061
11 JU_NLP 0.5802
12 Arcturus 0.5553
13 1T Surat 0.5125
14  TIFIN INDIA 0.4731




Table 4
Overview of the approaches.
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Al Wizards [33]
Investigators [34]
DSGT-CheckThat [35]
CSECU-Learners [36]
CEA-LIST [37]
INT Surat [38]
TIFIN INDIA [39]
ClimateSense [40]
CUET_KCRL [41]
nlu@utn [42]
XPlaiNLP [43]
JU_NLP [44] IV AV R RV RV RV
NapierNLP [45]
UmuTeam [46]
UGPLN [47]
SmolLab_SEU [48]
Arcturus [49]
QU-NLP [50]
CheckMates [51]
UNAM [52]

probabilistic thresholds, embedding-based classifiers, or LLM-based zero-shot and in-context learning
methods. An overview of the approaches is given in Table 4 and a short description of the individual
approaches for each team is given in the following.

4.1. Baselines

We used the same baseline introduced in the CheckThat! lab 2024 Task 2 edition [27]. In particular, the
baseline was a multilingual SentenceBERT [53] model with a logistic regression classifier on top of it. We
considered paraphrase-multilingual-MiniLM-L12-v2 model card as one of the current top-performing
models for semantic similarity. We regularized the logistic regression classifier by applying class re-
weighting to account for class imbalance. We trained the baseline model on individual language-specific
training data and we evaluated it on the corresponding test set. In the case of zero-shot languages, we
trained the baseline on the multilingual dataset, comprising Arabic, Bulgarian, English, German and
Italian training splits.

4.2. Results per Language

Arabic. A total of 12 teams participated in the Arabic subtask, with five of them not surpassing the
baseline score of 0.5133. Top submissions largely outperformed the baseline, setting a new high score.
In particular, CEA-LIST [37] achieved a macro F1 score of 0.6884 using an ensemble of small language
models and standard encoder-based transformers. The second-ranked team UmuTeam [46] reports
a considerably lower score using MARBERTv2. Likewise Investigators [34], using general-purpose
transformer models like DeBERTa and Multilingual BERT.



Italian. A total of 13 teams participated in the Italian subtask, with only three of them not surpassing
the baseline score of 0.6941. Team XplaiNLP [43] ranks first with a F1 score of 0.8104, closely fdol-
lowed by team CEA-LIST [37]. Team SmolLab_SEU [438] follows with a difference of 3%-points, still
surpassing the baseline by a large margin.

German. A total of 14 teams participated in the German subtask, with only one team reporting
performance below the baseline score of 0.6960. Team SmolLab_SEU [48] achieved the first place with
a score of 0.8520. Team UNAM [52] follows with an F1 score of 0.8280. Lastly, team QU-NLP [50]
ranks third with a F1 score of 0.8013. All three top teams largely outperform the baseline with an
improvement of around 10-15%-points.

English. A total of 22 teams participated in the English subtask, all of them reporting classification
performance above the baseline score of 0.5370. Team QU-NLP [50] ranked first with a F1 score of
0.8052 using a feature-augmented transformer model. A similar performance is reported by team TIFIN
INDIA [39] with a F1 score of 0.7955. Team CEA-LIST [37] achieves third place with a F1 socre of
0.7739. The large majority of remaining submissions achieved similar results in the range [0.76 - 0.70].

Multilingual. A total of 13 teams participated in the multilingual subtasks, with only three teams
reporting performance below the baseline score of 0.6390. Team TIFIN INDIA [39] ranked first (0.7550)
with their ensemble of transformer-based models. Teams CEA-LIST [37] and CSECU-Learners [36]
follow with similar classification performance of around ~0.73.

Polish. A total of 13 teams participated in the Polish subtask, where more than half of the submissions
outperformed the baseline score of 0.5719. In particular, team CEA-LIST [37] ranked first with a F1
score of 0.6922. Team IIIT Surat [38] reports a ~3-points performance difference using multilingual
BERT. Similarly, Team CSECU-Learners ranks third with a F1 score of 0.6676.

Ukrainian. A total of 13 teams participated in the Ukrainian subtask. Only four teams managed to
outperform the baseline score of 0.6296, while reporting slightly superior performance. In particular,
team CSECU-Learners [36] achieved first place with a F1 score of 0.6424. Team Investigators [34]
follows with a F1 score of 0.6413 using a combination of encoder-based models like DeBERTa, BERT,
multilingual BERT and Twitter RoOBERTa. Team ClimateSense [40] reports a similar performance to
the top-two teams.

Romanian. A total of 13 teams participated in the Romanian subtask, with only one team (i.e., TIFIN
INDIA [39]) not surpassing the baseline score of 0.6461. Team QU-NLP [50] ranks first with a F1
score of 0.8126. There is a ~2-points difference between the first-ranked team and the second- and
third-ranked teams, namely team CSECU-Learners [36] and team XplaiNLP [43].

Greek. A total of 13 teams participated in the Greek subtask, with around half of the submissions not
surpassing the baseline score of 0.4159. Team AI Wizards [33] ranks first by fine-tuning a probabilistic
classifier on top of DeBERTaV3 model. Similar performance is reported by team SmolLab_SEU [48]
(0.4945) and team CSECU-Learners [36] (0.4919).

4.3. Detailed Description of the Participating Systems

Below, we describe the approaches of all participating systems; see also Table 4 for an overview.
Team AI Wizards [33] employed a probabilistic classifier with a decision threshold, fine-tuning
DeBERTaV3 for the task.
Team Investigators [34] utilized encoder-based models including DeBERTa, BERT, Multilingual
BERT, and Twitter RoBERTa.



Team DSGT-CheckThat [35] fine-tuned encoder models and explored data augmentation strate-
gies. Their models included RoBERTa (emotion-large), DistilRoBERTa, Sentiment-BERT, ModernBERT,
RoBERTa-large, and MiniLM. They further enhanced performance through Synthetic Data Generation
and Data Augmentation.

Team CSECU-Learners [36] framed the task as multiclass classification with SUB]J (subjective)
and OB] (objective) as separate classes. Their transformer models included MPNet, mDeBERTa, and
Multilingual BERT.

Team CEA-LIST [37] fine-tuned small language models (SLMs) and experimented with LLMs through
techniques such as in-context learning, LLM-as-judge, and model debating. Their models included
RoBERTa, UmBERTo, ALBERTo, Qwen 2.5 70B, Meta-LLaMA 3 70B, DeepSeek 67B, Aya-Expanse-32B,
and GPT-4.1-mini.

Team IIIT Surat [38] employed a transformer-based model, specifically BERT, implemented via
BertForSequenceClassification from Hugging Face, and fine-tuned it for binary classification (SUBJ/OB]).
They used the pre-trained BERT (English, uncased) for the monolingual classifier and Multilingual
BERT (cased) for multilingual and other-language classification, fine-tuning both directly on the CLEF
training data.

Team TIFIN INDIA [39] used a binary classification approach, where each input is classified as
either subjective or objective. They used an ensemble of transformer-based models and combined their
probability outputs to make the final prediction post data augmentation. To mitigate data imbalance,
they applied back-translation as a data augmentation technique and used the label distribution ratio to
monitor and address class imbalance. They sed deep learning models based on transformer encoder
architectures, including BERT-Base, BERT-Large, RoOBERTa-Base, RoBERTa-Large, XLM-RoBERTa-Base,
XLM-RoBERTa-Large, Modern-BERT-Base, and Modern-BERT-Large. They they applied probability-
level averaging (soft voting) for model fusion to ensemble predictions across these models. Additionally,
for some datasets, they used a traditional Support Vector Machine (SVM) classifier with TF-IDF features
as a lightweight baseline and for comparative analysis. They used a feature-based approach using
Support Vector Machines (SVMs) on selected datasets. The most important features included: TF-IDF
vectors of unigrams and bigrams.

Team ClimateSense [40] used Embeddings and an MLP classifier. They experimented with various
classifiers: SVC, Logistic Regression, MLP, etc. They also experimented with various transformers-
based architectures for embedding the sentences: SBERT , RoBERTa-based models, ModernBERT-large,
CT-BERT. Finally, they experimented with Zero-shot prompting some LLMs (such as Zephyr).

Team CUET_KCRL [41] pursued a supervised classification approach using an LSTM and fine-tuning
mBERT.

Team nlu@utn [42] followed a Bert-based ensemble model approach, by also adapting the provided
the training data with additional linguistic information before training, using persuasion techniques
identified in the data and POS-counts. The models used were politicalBiasBERT and BERT-base-uncased.

Team XPlaiNLP [43] employed several transformer-based models, including XLM-RoBERTa-base,
GPT 03-mini, and German-BERT. In particular, for monolingual tasks, German-BERT was fine-tuned on
German and German-translated versions of English, Italian and Bulgarian train datasets.

Team JU_NLP [54] fine-tuned BERT model on available training data, formulating the task as a
binary classification problem. In particular, they leverage hand-crafted features derived from knowledge
bases and tools like SentiWordNet, WordNet, Opinion lexicon, POS taggers, and lemmatization.

Team NapierNLP [45] only tackled the English monolingual task by leveraging LLMs. More precisely,
they employed GPT-2, GPTNeo-1.3B, and Qwen3-0.6B. The prompts provided instructions for addressing
the task as a binary classification problem.

Team UmuTeam [46] employed a wide set of encoder-only transformers, each specific for a given
language. In particular, they employed MARBERTv2 for Arabic data, GottBERT-base for German,
BERTino for Italian, RoBERTa-base for English. Lastly, they used XLM-RoBERTa-base for multilingual
and zero-shot tasks.

Team UGPLN [47] employed sentence transformers with hand-crafted linguistic features. A logistic
regressor is then trained on top to perform the binary classification task. In particular, they employed



MiniLM-L12-v2 and used the following hand-crafted features: presence of negation cues, sentence
length (i.e., token count), punctuation marks, and lexical opinion indicators derived from the MPQA
Subjectivity lexicon.

Team SmolLab_SEU [48] employed a vast set of encoder-only transformers, some of which are
language-specific. The models are RoOBERTa, DeBERTa-v3, AraBERTv2 and MARBERTv2 for Arabic,
GBERT-large, GottBERT-base, and GElectra-large for German, UmBERTo-v1, and BERT-base-italian for
Italian, MBERT, XLM-RoBERTa-large, InfoXLM-large, MT5-base, and MDeBERTa-v3 for multilingual.
All models were fine-tuned by adding a sequence classification head on top of their pre-trained encoder
layers.

Team Arcturus [49] fine-tuned the English-pretrained DeBERTa-v3 on monolingual datasets and
evaluate it on all languages, including multilingual and zero-shot tasks.

Team QU-NLP [50] propose a feature-augmented transformer architecture that combines contextual
embeddings from pre-trained language models with statistical and linguistic features. In particular,
they employed AraFlectra for Arabic, augmented with POS tags and TF-IDF features. For cross-lingual
experiments, they employed DeBERTa-v3 with TF-IDF features through a gating mechanism.

Team CheckMates [51] explored various models such as logistic regression, Support Vector Machine,
BERT, Sentence-BERT, and DistilBERT.

Team UNAM [52] used different language-specific versions of the BERT model and focused on
monolingual subtasks.

5. Conclusion and Future Work

We presented an overview of Task 1 from the CheckThat! lab at CLEF 2025. The task concerned the
detection of subjective sentences in controversial news articles. The task was offered in nine different
languages, four of which were addressed in a zero-shot setting.

In alignment with the previous edition of the task [27], the majority of the submissions relied on
encoder-only transformer-based architectures, either tailored to a specific language or covering multi-
lingualism. Some approaches also evaluated popular large language models like GPT with instruction
tuning to detect subjectivity, data augmentation, and automatic translation. The most successful solu-
tions coupled transformer-based classifiers with domain knowledge in the form of feature extraction or
large language models in an ensemble fashion. The best macro F; scores ranged between 0.50 and 0.85,
showing that annotating and detecting subjectivity present different challenges that are specific of the
given language. Overall, there is still ample room for improvement in all subtasks. More precisely, in
many cases, we observed that more than half of the teams did not surpass our baseline model.

As future work, we plan to collect more data concerning existing languages and to expand the set of
covered languages to gather more insights about the task.
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