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The Italian Conference on Computational Linguistics
(CLiC-it) is the yearly conference organized by the As-
sociazione Italiana di Linguistica Computazionale (Italian
Association of Computational Linguistics, AILC). Its main
goal is to promote and spread original and high-quality
research on the diverse aspects concerning the automatic
processing of natural language, both spoken and written.
The eleventh edition of CLiC-it took place in Cagliari,
from the 24th to the 26th of September 2025.

In line with previous editions, submissions to the con-
ference could be of two types: regular papers, featuring
original and unpublished contributions, and non-archival
research communications, consisting of papers accepted
in 2024 and 2025 by major publication venues, namely
the major international Computational Linguistics (CL)
conferences (workshops excluded) or international jour-
nals. Regular paper submissions were assigned to thir-
teen Senior Program Chairs based on the general area
that covered the paper’s topic. Paper assignments to re-
viewers were managed individually by the single Senior
PCs, though resorting to a global pool of 151 available
reviewers. We have received 138 submissions of regular
papers, hitting once more the record number of submis-
sions even compared to the previous edition in 2024,
where regular papers submitted were 133. This confirms
the vitality and growth of the Italian Computational Lin-
guistics community. Along with regular papers, we also
received 22 research communications. Among the reg-
ular submissions, 113 were accepted for presentation at
the conference, resulting in a 81.8% acceptance rate, with
respect to the 85.7% rate of CLiC-it 2024. Out of these,
55 were accepted as oral presentations and 58 as posters.
After the author notification was sent, 4 papers were
withdrawn by the authors themselves. As a result, the
conference featured a total of 55 oral presentations and
54 posters. Finally, of the 22 research communications
submitted – a clear sign of the vitality and quality of the
research carried out within the community – 14 were
included for poster presentation in a dedicated session.
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The selection was not based on an additional review pro-
cess, but rather on the venue of publication. Even in
this case, two research communications were withdrawn
after the notification, hence 12 posters were presented at
the conference.

The program also included two keynote talks, by
Karen Fort (University of Lorraine) and EdoardoMaria
Ponti (University of Edimburgh/NVIDIA):

• Karen Fort gave a talk titled "Large Language
Models: the challenge of evaluation": In the past
five years or so, Natural Language Processing has
witnessed a revolution. Not only have Large Lan-
guage Models (LLM) submerged the domain, but
they also invaded our societies: our systems now
have real users and an impact on their lives. This
dramatic change happened so fast that we -the
research community- are still trying to catch up,
especially concerning the evaluation of the real ca-
pabilities of these tools. In this presentation, I’ll
show what are the flaws of the present LLMs’ eval-
uation and how ethics is a powerful leverage to
improve it.

• the talk by Edoardo Maria Ponti was titled "A
Blueprint for Foundation Models with Adaptive
Tokenization and Memory": Foundation models
(FMs) process information as a sequence of inter-
nal representations; however, the length of this se-
quence is fixed and entirely determined by tok-
enization. This essentially decouples representation
granularity from information content, which exac-
erbates the deployment costs of FMs and narrows
their “horizons” over long sequences. What if, in-
stead, we could free FMs from tokenizers by mod-
elling bytes directly, while making them faster than
current tokenizer-bound FMs? To achieve this goal,
I will show how to: 1) learn tokenization end-to-end,
by dynamically pooling representations in inter-
nal layers and progressively learning abstractions
from raw data; 2) compress the KV cache (mem-
ory) of Transformers adaptively during generation
without loss of performance; 3) predict multiple
bytes per time step in an efficient yet expressive
way; 4) retrofit existing tokenizer-bound FMs into
byte-level FMs through cross-tokenizer distillation.
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By blending these ingredients, we may soon witness
the emergence of new, more efficient architectures
for foundation models.

One session of the conference was devoted to a dis-
cussion with Paola Merlo, conceived as a space for crit-
ical discussion on key areas of research in the fields of
Computational Linguistics and Natural Language Pro-
cessing, with a focus on both theoretical developments
and applied scenarios within these disciplines. The dis-
cussion took place in an interview format. With the aim
of promoting active and inclusive participation, a call
for interest was launched, open to all interested partic-
ipants - with a special focus on young researchers - to
collect questions in advance to be addressed to Paola
Merlo during the interview.

The conference was also preceded by a tutorial held
by Sandro Pezzelle (University of Amsterdam) titled
"Language-and-vision models: From image-language align-
ment to storytelling and narration". The tutorial aimed
at providing an accessible yet in-depth overview of
language-and-vision models, ranging from traditional
modular pipelines to the latest end-to-end pre-trained
systems (VLMs). The tutorial introduced foundational
concepts and architectures, then focusing on recent ap-
proaches and evaluation challenges.

AILC also renewed its support to the Emanuele Pi-
anta Award for the Best Master’s Thesis defended at any
Italian university between August 1st 2024 and July 31st
2025, and addressing a topic in computational linguistics
or its applications. This year we received 9 candidate
theses for the award. Of these, 2 were not further consid-
ered for evaluation due to incomplete submission. The
candidate theses were evaluated by a jury composed of a
current chair of CLiC-it, specifically Elisabetta Jezek was
designated for this role, a co-chair of the past edition, i.e.
Rachele Sprugnoli (University "Cattolica del Sacro Cuore"
of Milan), and a further member of the AILC Board, i.e.
Danilo Croce (University "Tor Vergata" of Rome). The
winner was awarded by the members of the jury during
the closing session of the conference.

We would like to thank all the institutions involved
in the organization of the conference and the people
of these institutions that worked with us for creating a
successful event. For the logistic support, our thanks go
to the Faculty of Economics, Law and Political Sciences
of the University of Cagliari, that hosted the conference
in the Sant’Ignazio Campus, and Valentina Deidda in
particular, who kindly assisted us in all the technical and
logistic aspects concerning the organization of the event.
For the organizational and financial support, our thanks
also go to the Department of Mathematics and Computer
Science of the University of Cagliari, whose researchers
were involved in the development and management of
the website and whose students worked hard to help run

things smoothly during the conference.
Our gratitude also goes to our corporate support-

ers for their generous provision of the financial re-
sources and services that made this event possible: Ap-
tus.AI, Talia, Aequa-tech, Almawave, Domyn, Elra, Lo-
gogramma, Prometeia, and Translated.

We express our deepest gratitude also to all Senior
Program Chairs, all members of the Program Committee,
and all participants, who contributed to the success of the
event. Chairs and reviewers are named in the following
pages.

Our final and special thanks go to AILC’s Board,
whose members constantly supported us, giving guid-
ance and invaluable assistance throughout the whole
organization of the event, and to the whole AILC’s as-
sociation members that make this scientific event more
interesting and richer every year.
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