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Preface

This volume contains the papers of WOWS 2025, the second International Workshop
on Open Web Search, co-located with the 47th European Conference on Information
Retrieval (ECIR) in Lucca, Italy, on 10 April 2025. 

WOWS  2025  had  two  calls  for  contributions.  The  first  call  targets  scientific
contributions  on  collaborative  search  engine  building,  including  crawling,
deployment,  evaluation,  and  use  of  the  web  as  a  resource  by  researchers  and
innovators.  The second call  introduces  the shared task called  WOWS-Eval,  which
aims  to  gain  practical  experience  with  collaborative,  cooperative  search  engine
evaluation  by  focusing  on  enriching  the  Open  Web  Index  (OWI)  with  relevance
judgments cooperatively transferred from existing TREC-like test collections.

The workshop involved a keynote by Charles Clarke from the University of Waterloo,
6  paper  presentations,  and  a  breakout  session  with  participant  discussions.  The
Workshop on Open Web Search received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
Europe  research  and  innovation  program  under  grant  agreement  No  101070014
(OpenWebSearch.EU, https://doi.org/10.3030/101070014). We would like to thank the
Program Committee members for  helpful  reviews and suggestions  to improve the
contributions to the workshop. Special thanks go to the Open Search Foundation for
managing the WOWS 2025 website at:  https://opensearchfoundation.org/en/events-
osf/wows2025/

10 April 2025

         Sheikh Mastura Farzana, Maik Fröbe, Michael Granitzer, Gijs Hendriksen,
Djoerd Hiemstra, Martin Potthast, Arjen P. de Vries, Saber Zerhoudi
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