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The 4th World Conference on eXplainable Artificial Intelligence (xAI-2026) was held from
Wednesday, 1st to Friday, 3rd of July 2026, in Fortaleza, Brazil. On the second and third day of the confer-
ence, we had the pleasure of hosting the Late-breaking work, Demos and the Doctoral Consortium tracks.

The Late-breaking work track offered a unique opportunity to share early-stage ideas, gather
constructive feedback, and foster discussion and collaboration among colleagues. Late-breaking
submissions comprised original, unpublished research-in-progress, including preliminary results,
industry showcases, system prototypes, and recently launched projects or syntheses addressing the
theory and practice of eXplainable Artificial Intelligence (XAI). In total, 23 Late-breaking manuscripts
were accepted and presented as posters.

The Demos track showcased research prototypes and commercially available products. Submissions
were required to be based on an implemented and tested XAI-based system pursuing one or more
innovative ideas within the conference’s interest areas. Demonstrations offered an effective way to
present working XAI implementations and gather valuable feedback from the community. In total, 6
demos were presented, each with a dedicated stand at the conference.

The Doctoral Consortium (DC), organised as part of the conference, constituted a structured forum
through which doctoral scholars could refine their research trajectories under the guidance of established
scholars in the field of XAI. The consortium was conceived to integrate constructive critique with
formative mentorship, thereby enabling PhD candidates to present and critically examine their research
ideas within a rigorous yet supportive intellectual environment. The programme comprised three
thematic sessions. The first consisted of research "elevator pitches," in which doctoral candidates were
tasked with concisely yet effectively articulating the central research questions underpinning their
respective projects, outlining their methodological approaches, and reporting preliminary findings or
conceptual frameworks. Each presentation was followed by a brief and open question-and-answer
session, during which mentors and peers offered critical feedback, posed clarifying questions, and
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proposed alternative research directions or potential collaborations. The second session took the form
of a tutorial on the structured formulation of research hypotheses, intended to equip doctoral candidates
with a formal methodological tool for constructing valid, predictive, and testable statements. The
third session comprised a practical exercise in which each candidate was required to refine their initial
research hypothesis and subsequently present it to their peers in a concise, persuasive, and formally
structured manner. In total, 12 Doctoral Consortium proposals were accepted and discussed.
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